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By Theo Dean
Perspectives Editor

 The Livermore Donut Wheel 
has been a town staple for several 
decades. Since its establishment, 
the Donut Wheel has remained 
largely unchanged as the rest 
of the city of Livermore has 
grown and developed around it. 
 Located at the corner of 
First and L Streets, the Donut 
Wheel is the symbolic entrance 
to the heart of downtown. 
Livermore residents and visitors 
heading down First Street 
to the Alehouse, Bankhead 
Theater or Lizzie Fountain 
can’t miss the Donut Wheel. 
 The building housing the 
Donut Wheel is an example 
of “Googie” architecture, a 
style that became popular in 

the years following World War 
II. This style of architecture 
includes upward-sloping roofs 
and the use of unexpected colors 
 Local artist Carolyn Lord 
has had a fascination with the 
Donut Wheel. She reported in 
a 2012 article for Livermore 
Patch that the building was 
first built in 1941, without its 
current Googie architecture. 
Originally, it was the location 
of a grocery store, Purity 
Market. In 1958, the building’s 
architecture was redesigned 
into its current style by Hans 
Schiller, a Jewish-German 
architect who left Germany in 
1933 to escape persecution. 
 The Donut Wheel is popular 
for many reasons outside of its 
unique architecture, however. 
One customer, who visits 

the Wheel about four times 
a week to provide donuts for 
meetings, loves the “friendly 
service, location and selection.” 
 Unsurprisingly, Granada 
students are also fans of 
Livermore’s classic donut 
shop. Junior Caitlin Wiesner 
said, “Usually I go whenever 
I go downtown with friends 
… it’s a fun place to hang out 
and the donuts are really good, 
and I like the old vibe it has.” 
 Even those who don’t 
regularly visit the shop, or 
aren’t huge donut fans, enjoy 
the Donut Wheel. Senior Ritwik 
Aluri said, “I go once every 
couple months or so, usually just 
when I’m craving something 
sweet. It’s not something I 
visit regularly, but I’m always 
glad it’s an option … I like its 

Livermore residents appreciate Donut Wheel

By Lauren Gonzalez
Staff Writer

 The Foods Club, which is a 
relatively new club on campus, 
welcomes any student with 
an interest in creating their 
own dishes. The club meets on 
Tuesdays during lunch and after 
school, as well as at lunch on 
Thursdays. “It’s very relaxed, 
people show up, make what they 
want to cook and get to eat good 
food,” said the club’s advisor, 
Chef Busi Ellis do Amaral. 
 On Tuesdays at lunch 
they do prep, and after school 
they complete the dishes. On 
Thursday the students in the club 
decide what they want to prepare 
and then make it. Sometimes, 
they spend more than two 
hours working after school, 
depending on the dish they 
decided to make. Sometimes, 
they also take that time to create 
plans. For instance, they have 
been planning a fundraiser, 
which they want to host soon.
 The club officially started 
last year in May. Ellis do 
Amaral had a group of seniors 
who really wanted to start the 
club. “They did a lot in one 
month,” she said, “they were 
very active and motivated.” 
Some of the previous members 
who have since graduated, 

By Sierra Saucier
Staff Writer

 Ms. Deb Bailey, the digital 
photography (DP) teacher, has 
been working here for 14 years. 
She was initially supposed 
to be a science teacher, but 
when the photography position 
opened up, she jumped right in. 
 The class has a few 
different levels. In the lower 
levels, Bailey teaches students 
how to work with basic 
cameras, tools and Photoshop. 
 The AP level has tests and is 
equivalent to a college level class. 
For the AP test, students have 
to make an electronic portfolio 

Students learn culinary skills

DP prompts creativity

Photo by Busi Ellis do Amaral 
(From left to right) Sophomores Alex Freitas, Molly Moder and Josiah 
Broussard recently sold homemade chocolate chip cookies at a school 
play to help cover the costs of the Foods Club. 

including last year’s president, 
Jessica Sunderland, were 
looking into culinary careers. 
Since they were planning on 
pursuing a related career in the 
future, they wanted to see what 
it was like to create menus.
 The current president is 
sophomore Josiah Broussard, 
and although he is not planning a 
culinary future, he likes working 
in the kitchen. “He is very 
active and enthusiastic. He does 
a lot and he’s really stepping 
up to the plate and improving 

a lot,” said Ellis do Amaral.
 Since the school budget 
doesn’t cover clubs, students 
who participate in Food Club 
are required to supply their 
own ingredients. However, 
they have made an arrangement 
with Mr. Watts, the head of 
the theater department, which 
also helps them with covering 
costs. The club made chocolate 
chip cookies to sell during 
the last school play, All Out. 
A small percentage of their 

See Foods Club, page 9

with 24 photos. While students 
have freedom with half of the 
photos, the other 12 photos are 
required to follow one specific 
topic. In the end, students turn 
in 5 of those 24 photographs. 
 Bailey said her favorite 
assignments are “the abstract 
assignment in AP and DP 3, just 
because students are stretched 
to the limit on creativity, and it 
is cool to see what they come 
up with. In DP 1 and 2, I think 
my favorite is Point of View 
and Studio. They show me the 
really creative photographers.”
 Bailey’s favorite things to 
photograph are “unique textures

See Digital Photo, page 6

The Donut Wheel, which has been at the corner of First and L Street 
for many years, is a popular downtown establishment.

customer service and the fact 
that it’s open 24 hours a day.”
 The Donut Wheel doesn’t 
only provide delicious donuts, 
it provides a meeting place and 

a way for people to connect. 
The classic donut shop has its 
own spot in Livermore history. 
Next time you are downtown, 
pay a visit to the Donut Wheel.  

Photo by Rebecca Bauman
Digital Photography 2 students such as senior Rachel Rockwell and 
freshman Khari White learn basic camera and Photoshop skills.
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By Puneet Bsanti
Features Editor

 The Bachelor and The 
Bachelorette are ABC shows 
where a man or woman chooses 
one person to marry out of 
about 25 contestants. While the 
concept is ridiculous, the drama 

is something that intrigues 
people into watching the show. 
 Over the course of several 
seasons, nearly all of the 
Bachelors and Bachelorettes 
have been white. The only 
Bachelor who was not white was 
Latino Juan Pablo Galavais, a 
Venezuelan professional soccer 

player, whose season was in 2014.
 The Bachelorette did make 
history in 2017 by having its first 
African American Bachelorette, 
Rachel Lindsay, who was loved 
by fans. However, even though 
it is now 2019, there still haven’t 
been any other Bachelors or 
Bachelorettes who have been 

people of color. It has just 
been white men and women. 
 Senior Alyssa Feduniw 
commented on this outdated 
representation, saying, “ABC 
and its viewers perpetuate the 
stereotype that blonde, white 
and skinny are the requirements 
to be attractive without any 
focus on personality and 
diversity. By cutting women 
down to basic stereotypes, The 
Bachelor capitalizes off of a 
cheap narrative that values 
outdated gender roles,” she said. 
 In Becca Kufrin’s season of 
The Bachelorette, there were 19 
white men, 7 men who were black 
and 2 people of another race. This 
ratio is more fair than the ratio 
for The Bachelor, and could be 
a sign that improvements are 
being made to The Bachelorette. 
 The current season of The 
Bachelor, Colton Underwood’s 
season, consists of 22 white 
women, 5 women who are 
black and 3 women of another 
ethnicity as contestants. “The 
show made an attempt to seem 
diverse in the first episode, but 
I don’t think it’s a coincidence 

that the top 10 were basically all 
white,” said senior Grace Post. 
 The main problem, however, 
is that the Bachelors and 
Bachelorettes themselves have 
been even less diverse than 
the contestants. This does not 
represent U.S diversity in any way. 
 The lack of diversity this 
season is disappointing. The 
franchise should give minorities 
a chance for the starring roles 
instead of promoting the idea 
that only white people can 
be successful in that role.
 Putting a person of color as 
a lead for The Bachelor should 
not be a problem. Other reality 
shows such as RuPaul’s Drag 
Race and Dancing with the 
Stars have a good number of 
diverse stars that better represent 
America. The Bachelor just picks 
white men who look “attractive,” 
according to social standards. 
 Those in charge of The 
Bachelor and The Bachelorette 
need to take a lesson on diversity. 
It is possible to have a successful 
season with a Bachelor or 
Bachelorette who is not white, 
and now is the time for that. 

vox.com
Although ABC’s The Bachelor and The Bachelorette have made some changes to race representation, the 
show’s participants remain disproportionately white, compared to other game and reality shows.

ABC needs to make changes to represent races equally

By Jaxen McLaren
Assistant Editor 

 Should people be held 
accountable for their actions, 
even if these actions happened 
so long ago that the perpetrator 
doesn’t even feel like they 
are the same person? That 
question is one that many of our 
politicians are currently facing. 
 With movements such as 
#MeToo and #TimesUp gaining 
momentum, many politicians 
across the world are being 
accused of  sexual harassment 
or misconduct. There’s no 
question that justice should be 
found for the victims of severe 
crimes such as that. However, 
not all damaging information 
discovered about politicians are 
sexual misconduct allegations. 
 Recently, a photograph on 
the medical school yearbook 
page of Virginia Governor Ralph 
Northam has come under public 
attention. The picture shows 
one person dressed in blackface 
posing next to a friend in full 
KKK attire. Initially, Northam 

admitted that although he was 
unaware of which person he 
was, he was one of the people 
in the photograph. However, he 
refuted his own admission the 
next day. This could be written 
off as “youthful indiscretion,” 
but it could also reveal a much 
deeper truth about Northam.
 The question stands for 
anyone. Should you be held 
accountable for immature actions 
you committed as an adolescent? 
Some would say no because 
incidents or actions that you found 
humorous as a younger person 
become distasteful as you mature. 
 People mature as they age, 
and their views change. Governor 
Northam has been a strong civil 
rights activist. So the question 
is whether what he’s allegedly 
done in his past should be looked 
at as more than a poor lapse of 
judgment in medical school.
 In cases like Northam’s, the 
severity of the accusations should 
be looked at, but one should 
also consider the type of person 
the accused is today. People 
do change, often for the better. 

It would be wrong to ignore a 
person’s moral improvement just 
because negative claims against 
them are under the spotlight.
 On the other hand, one should 
take responsibility for his or her 
actions, even if it was a long time 
ago. If somebody felt that it was 
okay to do something at one point 
in time, couldn’t that reveal a little 
about who that person really could 
be and not just what he or she 
wants the world to see later on?

 The question remains: At 
what point do politicians become 
politically responsible for the 
actions of their private, younger 
lives? When it comes to sexual 
harassment, there is no wiggle 
room. Sexual misconduct cannot 
be condoned, regardless of the 
age of the accused or the “social 
norms” of the time period in 
which the action happened.
 However, when it comes 
to cases such as Governor 

Note to readers: 
The newspaper staff 
would like to thank 
senior Alexandria  
Foley for providing 
The Pomegranate 
with artwork for the 
February edition. 

Northam’s, where nobody 
was directly harmed, behavior 
should be looked at in a broader 
spectrum. Would you consider 
yourself the same person you 
were in 5th grade? I don’t think 
so. The things you thought were 
funny aren’t any more, and at 
times, that is simply how it is 
for these politicians. So look at 
more than their mistakes. Look 
at what they’ve accomplished 
for the American people.

Not all controversial past actions should ruin political careers

newsweek.com
Controversies surrounding the past lives of many politicians, including Virginia Governor Ralph Northam, 
have left many undecided about how damaging past actions should be to politicians today.
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Matador on the Street: If you could add a school sport, what would it be?

Adi Kalel, 
Freshman
“Motorcross - I doubt the 
school would add it, but 
it’s cool.”

Waverly Wilson, 
Sophomore
“A bike-riding team. It 
seems really enjoyable to 
go on fun bike rides.”

Jeffrey Fairbanks, 
Junior
“Curling, because it’s an 
Olympic sport.”

Lauren Pretto, 
Senior
“Ultimate tag so I can 
watch people run and 
fall.”

Señora Kelly Drief, 
Spanish Teacher
“Jai alai. Apparently it’s 
really fun. It is only played 
in Northern Spain.”

By Pomegranate Staff
 

By Audrey Fenner
Staff Writer

 As time goes by, society 
has found ways to make 
everything easier and more 
convenient. Many movie 
theatres have recently decided 
to try reserved seating to make 
things more convenient, but, in 
reality, it is just an annoyance. 
 Theatres incorporated 
reserved seatings in 2016 to 
“guarantee the audience a 
perfect seat.” Although there are 
a few pros such as preventing 
people from coming to the 
theater hours ahead to get a 
good seat, it overall makes 
going to the movies more work 
than necessary. Almost every 
theatre now requires reserved 
seating; it is unnecessary 
and has a lot of cons. 
 Nowadays, it is hard and 
sometimes impossible to decide 
to see a film and get good seating 
on the same day. When you 
don’t have any plans and you 
see an advertisement for a film 
that looks interesting, on the 
spur of the moment, you might 

Reserved seating at theatres difficult, irritating
decide you want to watch it that 
day, but you cannot. You can 
no longer be spontaneous and 
decide to go to the theatres and 
just buy a ticket to see a show. 
 Sophomore Shrutika Damle 
said, “I always decide to go 
to the movies last minute so 
I get stuck sitting in the front 
row every time.” You have to 
reserve seats days in advanced 
just to sit somewhere decent. 
Many movies sell out fast, 
especially if it is newly released 
or made by Disney, making it 

hard to even see the show at a 
time when you are available. 
 We all know someone who 
likes to spoil movies for people, 
whether it is telling you who 
dies or giving away the end. 
After reserving your seats days, 
or maybe even a week ahead, 
the movie can be spoiled by 
those who got to it first, which 
just ruins the overall experience 
and the movie itself. People 
also can become uninterested in 
the movie if they cannot watch 
it at the time that they want to. 

By Athul Rajesh
Staff Writer

 In today’s world, technology 
social media is essential for 
the survival of mankind. 
What would we younger 
generation millennials do 
without these great necessities? 
 This world would be in 
such chaos that all joy would 
be wiped from the face of 
the earth if technology and 
social media went away.
 Although social media is 
necessary to our lifestyle, it 
is addictive. However, that 
is really a small hurdle to 
overcome when one looks at 
the utilitarian nature of social 
media and modern technology.
 Social media is essential 
to our lifestyle. It not only 
helps us put ourselves out 
there, but it also helps us post 
pictures of whatever we will be 

eating, especially in that fancy 
restaurant. Life without social 
media is a world that is boring 
and basically hell on Earth.
 Without our phones, we 
would not be able to see the 
world around us. While we do 
forfeit the ability to actually 
see what is around us, we do 
allow ourselves to relish in 
the beauty of the cat pictures 
on Instagram or the latest 
popularity trends on Twitter. 
 Social media also allows us 
to see the world clearer than ever. 
Although this world is limited 
to celebrities and the current 
fashion trends and memes, 
what more does one need? 
 The actual news is completely 
unnecessary and only relays 
things no one cares about such 
as world economy, innovation 
and political waves.  The new 
Instagram trending posts, on the 
other hand, provides one with 

a treasure of information, like 
cat pictures and the new cool 
things that people own,  which 
definitely control and affect 
everyone on a day to day basis. 
 Lastly, social media helps 
us by connecting us better than 
ever before. Instead of walking 
ten steps to your friend to talk 
to them, you can just direct 
message them to ask them 
what kind of picture they will 
post next on Instagram. Would 
you look at that—a lot of hard 
work eliminated by the usage 
of social media. At this point, 
it is actually against one’s 
best interest to get out of their 
beds when you can just stay at 
home  and acquire information  
 With all of these great 
necessities being granted by 
a small box the size of one’s 
hand, life is made a whole 
lot easier, if not better to get 
through. The inclusion of 

 Many people will also buy 
tickets online and then forget 
or decide not to go. This causes 
good seats in the theater to 
be empty, and it is unfair for 
the people who anticipated 
seeing a movie, but couldn’t 
because it was sold out. 
 You usually don’t get the 
seats you want with reserved 
seating. Sophomore Emma 
Laurence agreed. “I don’t really 
like reserved seating because 
I always get stuck sitting 
in the bad seats,” she said.

Cartoon by Lauren Gonzalez

 It also makes it harder to 
see movies with a group of 
friends or family, as you will 
most likely have to split up 
since only random seats across 
the theatre will be available. 
 Often, buying seats online 
causes people to blindly 
choose where to sit. It is hit 
or miss. You might get stuck 
sitting next to a bunch of loud 
kids or next to someone that 
you do not want to talk to. 
 Along with reserved seating, 
theatres have installed new 
controllable, cushiony chairs. 
This seemed like a great idea 
at first; however, they take up 
a lot more space than regular 
seats causing the number of 
seats available to significantly 
decrease. We may have more 
comfortable seats, but the 
number of sold out movies has 
also increased, making it harder 
to see a movie in your free time.
 Overall, the idea behind 
reserved seating has good 
intentions, but it makes watching 
movies too much work, and it is 
hard to get good seats. Theatres 
should eliminate reserved seating. 

Cellphone addiction worth all we’re willing to forfeit

social media is essential to our 
lives and should be praised 

for its incredibility rather than 
put down for its addictivity. 

Photo by Athul Rajesh
Many students constantly scroll through their phones, checking 
Instagram, Twitter, Snapchat, Facebook, Youtube, TikTok, ...
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The World’s Best
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Ready Player One
Book

Ready Player One, originally 
published in 2011, is set in a 
semi-apocalyptic, dystopian 
world; it is also a coming-of-
age story for its main character, 
Wade. In the book, Wade fights 
to win the biggest video game 
contest of all time, fighting an 
evil, power-hungry corporation 
for a multi-billion dollar prize. 
Along the way, author Ernest 
Cline incorporates a surprising 
amount of social commentary.

The World’s Best is a “first-of-its-
kind” global talent competition, 
which features acts from a diverse 
range of genres. The panel is made 
up of 3 judges: Drew Barrymore, 
RuPaul, and Faith Hill, and is 
hosted by James Corden, as well 
as 50 of the most accomplished 
experts from every field of 
entertainment who give their 
feedback. They all judge unique 
performers who show their special 
talent from around the world.

By Julia Murray
Staff Writer

 For Arianators all over the 
world who have been waiting 
patiently for Ariana Grande’s 
newest album, the wait is over. 
thank u, next was released on 
February 8th and many people 
are saying that it’s her best 
album yet. There are 12 tracks 
on the album, and the final song, 
“breakup with your girlfriend, 
i’m bored” has a music video 
that has people talking.
 In the video, Grande is 
flirting with Ariel Yasmine, who 
seems to be her doppelganger. 
Fans initially thought that the 
video was her way of coming 
out, but if you watch the video 
carefully, you can see that 
Yasmine is actually playing the 
role of Grande. When she sings, 
‘break up with your girlfriend,’ 
she’s really saying “break up 
with me” because she’s bored 
of the relationship and she 
wants to be single for a while. 
 The music video had 27 
million views by February 9.
“7 rings,” “break up with your 
girlfriend, i’m bored,” “thank 
u, next,” “NASA” and “needy” 
are trending on the Billboard 
Charts, and Grande fans are 
trying to keep it that way. 
 In response to the album, 
NASA tweeted, “Hey 
@ArianaGrande we saw 
‘NASA’ trending this morning 
and thought it was about our new 
discoveries but we realized that 
you might need some space.”
 A lot of people have mixed 
emotions about the song 
“ghostin” because it’s sad. 

In her interview with radio 
personality Zach Sang,  Grande 
said she doesn’t even listen to it, 
perhaps because it’s about her 
relationship with ex-fiance Pete 
Davidson after her ex-boyfriend, 
Mac Miller, passed away.
 “needy” isn’t a ‘fan favorite,’ 
but it is a hit. It’s already been 
overplayed because of the  early  
snippets that were released 
on Instagram. It’s similar to 
her song “get well soon” from 
the Sweetener album, which 
has also been overplayed.
 “fake smile” deserves more 
credit. It should be trending 
because it shows all the 

emotions that Grande has been 
feeling over the past year. She’s 
been through a lot; this year she 
had to deal with the shooting 
at her concert in Manchester, 
a broken engagement 
and Mac Miller’s death.
 Even though Ariana Grande 
didn’t go to the Grammys 
because they didn’t want her 
to sing “7 rings,”  she still won 
the award for Best Pop Vocal 
Album for her Sweetener album. 
 Not all the songs on this 
album may end up being 
popular hits, but it’s still a good 
album.  Definitely  try to listen 
to it if you haven’t already.

March Movie Review
Alita: Battle Angel directed by Robert Rodriguez

By Theo Dean
Perspectives Editor

 Alita: Battle Angel is 
filled with masterful CGI, but 
it is held back with far-too-
lengthy fight scenes, superficial 
characters, stilted dialogue 
and an overly confusing plot.
 To begin with the positives, 
Alita: Battle Angel masters 
the technological side of 
film-making. The CGI is 
magnificent; Alita (Rosa 
Salazar), despite having the 
body of a robot, appears to 
be very real. Many other 
characters are at least partially 
robotic, and all of them are 
vividly rendered on the screen. 
 Christoph Waltz turns in a 
solid performance as Dr. Dyson 
Ido, the only character that the 
audience can really relate to. 
He is caring for Alita, whom 
he looks after as a surrogate 
father, although he has some 
hidden secrets of his own. 
Mahershala Ali, who was 
super engaging and impressive 
as Dr. Don Shirley in Green 
Book, managed to act well 
in his role as Vector, despite 
his character’s superficiality. 
 Outside of Waltz and Ali, 
however, the actors fail to 
salvage the story. The main 
character, Alita, brutally destroys 
her enemies, yet also spurts out 
lines that seem like they could 
be said by an eight-year-old. 
She also develops a nonsensical 

brashness as the movie goes 
along, completely ignoring Dr. 
Ido’s wishes, despite the fact that 
without him, she would not exist. 
 Alita’s love interest, Hugo 
(Keean Johnson) is one of 
the few characters with more 
depth, but he is not very 
relatable either. On top of that, 
Alita and Hugo fall in love in 
about two minutes--not enough 
time to build a relationship. 
 Other characters include: 
Nova (Edward Norton), 
who is supposedly the main 
villain, despite only making a 
few appearances in the film; 
Chiren (Jennifer Connelly), 
who apparently has no love for 
anybody or anything other than 
herself; and Grewishka (Jackie 
Earle Haley), a stereotypical 
brauns-without-brains villain 
who gets duped over and over. 
 While Alita: Battle Angel 
is difficult to watch as an 
action film, it might not do 
so poorly in the comedy 
category. There are several 
instances where a supposedly 
emotional or dramatic moment 
actually elicits chuckles due to 
characters missing body parts, 
poor acting or stilted dialogue. 
 Although heaping too 
much disapproval on one 
movie seems cruel, one more 
thing must be said: One of the 
more discouraging portions 
of the movie is the open-
ended conclusion because it 
suggests that a sequel is in store. 

Beach Hut Deli brings you some 
of the best sandwiches in town 
along with an atmosphere that 
will make you feel like you have 
your toes in the sand. A personal 
favorite is the Baja BBQ Chicken. 
Don’t miss out on the “beach 
munchies” with selections from 
pizza bites to meatballs to nachos, 
made to your liking. And, of 
course, pair any Beach Hut meal 
with one of the many different 
flavored Calypso Lemonades.  
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By Lauren Gonzalez
Staff Writer

 “Night to Shine” is a prom 
for people with special needs, 
sponsored by the Tim Tebow 
Foundation. This event takes 
place all around the world, 
and one of the proms was held 
in the Tri-Valley by Sunset 
Community Church at the 
Alameda County Fairgrounds.
 On Friday, February 8, 
the local prom had more than 

450 guests with special needs, 
and more than 850 volunteers. 
The prom takes place the same 
night every year, and it is open 
to anyone who would like to 
attend as a guest or a volunteer 
who is 14 years of age and older.
 Tim Tebow’s overall message 
to guests is “The God of the 
universe loves them so much and 
has a unique plan and purpose for 
their life, and we get to show that 
with how much we love them.”
 This event has been taking 

place for five years now, and it 
is hosted by 655 churches from 
around the world, in 24 countries. 
Globally, there were about 100,000 
guests and 200,000 volunteers 
that attended the prom this year.
 Every guest at the prom is 
accompanied by a volunteer who 
is their date or “buddy” for the 
night. At the fairgrounds there 
are three rooms open for guests: 
the dance room, the karaoke 
room and the quiet room. In case 
of medical emergency, there is 
also an EMS room. The quiet 
room is a place for the guests to 
take a break, and de-stress with 
therapy dogs, or other exotic 
therapy animals like a parrot, 
fox, lemur and even an alligator. 
 The event also takes care of 
any parents and caretakers who 
stay, and they eat in a separate 
building during the prom. The 
first year the event took place 
was in the Tri-Valley and at 
Sunset Community church 
which was in February 2016.
 Jenna Litvinchuk, the director 
who introduced the event to 
Sunset Community Church and 
applied to host the event, said, 
“It’s the highlight of my year. I 
love to work with volunteers,and 
see the smiles on the guests faces 

when they feel loved and  said 
appreciated for who they are.” 
 Senior Maddy Flores, a buddy,
“It was not only such a blessing 
to see how happy my buddy 
was, but I had a great time too! 
It was truly an amazing night!” 
 Planning for the event starts 
in the summer. Before the local 
prom, there is always a fundraiser 
in which all proceeds go toward 
the event. Prior to the event 
there is also a dress boutique, 
which allows the guests with 
special needs to pick out a dress 
and any accessories they’d 
like for the prom, all for free. 
 Signing up to attend the 
local prom either as a guest 
with special needs or  volunteer 
starts November 1. There are a 
variety of jobs for a volunteers 
to choose from when they sign 
such as: helping run any of the 
rooms, being a buddy to a person 
with special needs, controlling 
traffic, serving food, doing hair 
and makeup, shining shoes, 
working in coat check, setting up/
cleaning up, limos, taking photos, 
decorating and/or being security. 
 “Night to Shine” was an 
amazing  experience that not 
only helped people with special 
needs to have a good time at 

their own prom , but it allowed 
me to grow as a person and 
appreciate everything life has to 
offer,” said senior Dylan Krauss. 
 Every guest at the prom gets to 
enjoy a limo ride to the red carpet. 
As they walk down the red carpet 
with their buddy, they get cheered 
on and photographed. From there, 
they enter the dance room, and 
the guest is free to go to any of the 
rooms with their date “It was so 
fun, my favorite part was the limo 
ride, I’ve never been in a limo, and 
the food was really good,” said 
Miss Serena, a guest at the prom.
 Every guest with special needs 
is crowned the king or queen of 
the prom, and towards the end of 
the night, a video with Tim Tebow 
speaking is shown to everyone.
 Tebow designed “Night to 
Shine” to celebrate people with 
special needs. In a video, Tebow 
said, “We know what it’s like to 
be celebrated, a lot of the times 
they’ve never been celebrated. 
I believe it changes someone’s 
identity when they believe they’re 
important, that they’re loved, that 
they’re special and (that) there’s 
a reason for them being here, and 
I want them to feel that way.” 
 To donate to “Night to Shine,” 
go to timtebowfoundation.org.

‘Night to Shine’ dance attended in Tri-Valley 

By Rebecca Bauman
Editor-in-Chief

 Special education students are 
encouraged to participate in school 
programs such as Shooting Stars 
and the Valentine’s Day Dance. 
 Shooting Stars, a club 
coordinated by the cheerleading 
team, helps special needs students 
perform at rallies and games. 
 The club was originally 

created by Granada cheerleaders 
several years ago, and has been 
continued every year since. As 
members of the varsity cheer 
team, Seniors Olivia Claypool 
and Gianna DeSantis are the 
presidents of the club. The 
advisor to Shooting Stars is 
Kevin Miller, who is one of the 
special day class (SDC) teachers.
 In Shooting Stars, students 
are taught a series of performance 

ntstrivalley.org

tricks and cheerleading stunts. 
Later, students perform their 
routines during rallies or 
sports events. Shooting Stars 
is an important “opportunity 
to perform in front of an 
audience” and get “people with 
special needs involved in 
the community,” said Miller. 
 Additionally, local schools 
hold several specialized 
dances for special education 
students. The Valentine’s 
Day Dance on February 15 
was the 3rd so far this year. 
Several local schools, including 
high schools in Livermore, 
Pleasanton and Dublin, 
participate in these events. 
Although this year’s Valentine’s 
Day Dance took place at 
Arroyo Mocho, the location 
of the dances often change. 
 Transition teachers tailor 
dances to the needs of students by 
raising money through sponsors 
and other donations. According 
to Miller, special education 
dances are “designed so that the 
students with special needs have 
a localized event that’s easy 
for them to get to.” Since most 
school dances take place at night 
and require a lot of travel time, 
these dances “offer a wonderful 
activity for students to participate 
in … without having to take 
time out of their night to do so.” 
 Events that involve special 
needs students are important 
because “it teaches them life 
skills and it makes them feel 
a part of something special, 
something that’s bigger than 
themselves,” said Miller.

Special ed students cheer, dance, cook

Many guests with special needs and their dates dance at the “Night to 
Shine,” a prom sponsored the Tim Tebow Foundation.

Photo by Jaxen McLaren

 The annual CTE Career Fair 
took place in the large gym on 
Wednesday, February 27. During 
2nd and 3rd period, teachers were 
invited to bring their classes to 
learn about a variety of careers. 
 Companies present included 
the Alameda County Sheriff’s 
Department, Custom Gear and 
Machine, LARPD, Livermore-

Pleasanton Fire Department, 
Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory, Macy’s, Safeway, 
Sandia National Labs, Wente 
Vineyards and Zone 7 Water.
 One participant, Fire Captain 
Rod Leitjen,   said, “We want 
to highlight the fire department. 
It’s a career with benefits and 
retirement. It’s a public service.”

Annual CTE career fair 

The CTE Career Fair allows students such as seniors Chris Gonzalez, 
Isaac Tufts and Samiron Bora to explore and learn about many 
different careers such as fire fighting.

Photo by Bob Bronzan

In special day class (SDC) teacher Kevin Miller’s class, students 
have fun cooking (top), participating in Shooting Stars (bottom) and 
attending dances.

Photo by Jaxen McLaren

Photo by Rebecca Bauman
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Pet of the Month
By Lauren Gonzalez
Staff Writer

What kind of pet do you 
have?
“A Red-Eared Slider turtle 
named Jason.”

What is your least 
favorite aspect of your 
turtle?
“He poops all the time.”

What is your favorite 
aspect of your pet?
“He dances.” (turtles 
waddle to get footing)

What is your favorite 
memory of Jason? 
“I put him in a kiddy pool 
in my backyard.”

What gives your turtle 
character? 
“He’s really funny, he falls 
on his back a lot.”

What made you want to 
get your pet?
“I didn’t want him. My 
aunt gave him to us, but 
now I like him.”

By Jason DeSantis
Staff Writer

 Far Cry: New Dawn is an 
exciting sequel to Far Cry 5. 
It re-uses the setting of the 
previous game, adding different 
areas along the way. It follows 
a group of people trying to 
survive the apocalypse-torn Hope 
County and the antagonists, 
the Highwaymen who steal 
from and kill all in their way.
	 At	 first	 glimpse	 at	 the	 new	
release, it’s evident that the 
graphics and voice acting are 
astounding. Hope County has 
drastically changed; nature has 
recovered after the apocalypse, 
creating a beautiful setting.
 To go along with the 
graphics, the voice acting is 
impeccable too. The two sisters, 
Mickey and Lou, who are the 
leaders of the Highwaymen, 
are played especially well, 
as they provide a challenge 
and a want to defeat them, 
everything a good boss should be. 
 The gameplay for Far Cry: 
New Dawn feels very similar to 
its predecessor, which is not a 
bad thing. Far Cry 5’s gameplay 
mechanics such as its shooting and 

it’s combat system is one of  the 
best out of the whole series. To go 
along with the already amazing 
gameplay a new addition includes 
the crafting mechanic. This was 
already a mechanic in the earlier 
game used for crafting medicine 
or other miscellaneous things just 
not to the degree of crafting entire 
guns like you can in this game. 
 In this game, the player is 
able to craft their own guns, 
collecting resources throughout 
the overworld to do so. To me, 
this mechanic is a big addition 
and adds a lot to the game; 
however, it can get repetitive as 
you progress through the game.
 Far Cry: New Dawn offers 
astounding level design, which 
is the way you progress your 
character. The graphics are 
amazing, and pairing it with the 
usual Far Cry’s ridiculousness, 
such as explosions and over 
the top action scenes, prevents 
players from becoming bored. 
 The new release also has 
many different collectables, 
making the game interesting, 
even after you beat it. There are 
enemy outposts, which aren’t 
collectables, but they are a staple 
of the Far Cry series and have 

always been fun to conquer. 
There are also loot gatherings, 
music players and photographs, 
just adding to the immersion and 
making it far more interesting
 However, this game does 
have two small drawbacks. 
First, it’s overly reliant on 
previous games. Only people 
who have experienced Far Cry 
5, would understand this game. 
This drawback makes it almost 
impossible for new people to enjoy 
or understand the game at all. 
 The second one is that 
while playing, the non-playable 
characters feel just in the way 
and uninteresting except for a 
select few. Now, in this game 
each player is meant to be saving 
people during his or her journey 
through Hope County; however, 
it’s	 difficult	 to	 feel	 any	 ties	 to	
any of the characters or any real 
incentives to help people, other 
than needing to for a side mission.
 All in all, Far Cry: New 
Dawn is an enjoyable game, from 
its graphics to its voice acting to 
its memorable characters. Every 
long-time Far Cry fan should 
try it out. It’s a good addition to 
the plethora of amazing games 
that make up the Far Cry series.

New Far Cry series release Granada families have all sorts of different and unique 
pets. This month, we’re featuring Sabrina Mejia’s 
pet turtle, a Red-Eared Slider named Jason. Here’s 
something you may not know about these types of 
turtles: Although turtles are a vocal chord-free animals, 
they can be heard making a “hissing” sound, which is 
actually just oxygen leaving their shells as they retreat 
into them.

Digital Photo
Continued from page 1 
and lines in ordinary things, 
even when I might be someplace 
exotic, outside the country, or 
just walking down the street.” 
For instance, she said she likes 
to capture the “texture of a 
wall, a plant or an animal (when 
it is) well lit so there are lots 
of shadows and highlights.”
 Bailey also added that she has 
many miscellaneuos pictures of 
cracks, tiles and plants. “I think 
my favorite photo I have taken was 
on a beach in Australia at sunrise 
of a kangaroo track. Just three 

footprints. Itw was so random, 
but the lighting is amazing and 
beautiful and I love it,” she said.
 Bailey has a favorite memory 
out of many from when she was 
a teacher back in Oklahoma. “I 
had a couple of boys who tried 
to scare me with a tarantula.” 
she said “brought it into my 
classroom using gloves and left 
it	on	a	 table	 for	me	 to	find,”	 she	
added. “When I came in, I saw 
it and instead of getting scared, I 
simply picked it up with my bare 
hands and took it outside and I just 
set it free. It blew my students’ 
mind and they didn’t try to 
scare me again.”said Bailey 

variety.com
Years after the events of Far Cry 5, players are once again challenged with defending Hope County against 
a new enemy, the Highwaymen. 

Livermore Mayor John Marchand, School Superintendent Kelly Bowers, School Board 
President	 Craig	 Bueno,	 Principal	 PJ	 Daley,	 Junior	 Class	 Officer	 Parker	 Anderson,	
Dance Team Captain and Student Body President Eva Brown and the entire dance team 
celebrated the ground-breaking of Granada’s new dance studio, wrestling mat room, 
dedicated PE classroom, weight room and a larger swimming pool. This is all possible 
due to the District’s Measure J Bond Program that Livermore voters recently approved.      

Photo by Bob Bronzan
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Iretunde 
Akinsola
Senior
Shirt: Nordstrom 
(Bugatchi)
Pants: H&M, $30
Shoes: H&M, $60
Vest: Land’s End, 
$20
Tie: Perry Ellis, 
$12
Watch: Eclipse 
(Gift- Shout out to 
Ryan Nguyen)
Style: “Formal”

Bridget 
Yocham
Sophomore
Shirt: Artiza, $30

Pants: Lululemon, 

$90

Shoes: Michael 

Kors, $35

Jewelry: American 

Eagle, $10

Style: “Boho Chic”

Flavor of Fashion
By Rebecca Bauman, Eleanor Hu 
Editor-In-Chief, Staff Writer

By Puneet Bsanti
Features Editor

 Our counselors are always 
here to help students with 
college and academics, and 
they are also someone to talk 
to when in time of need. Sylvie 
Langbehn, who has worked at 
this school for about four years, 
is one of those counselors. 
 “I worked as a drug and 
alcohol counselor at the school 
here and then Granada had a job 
opening and I wanted something 
more regular and stable,” said 
Langbehn. “With my previous job 
I worked with a bunch of schools 
and so I wanted to come to one 
place every day and I wanted 
to dig into the community.” 
 Langbehn has helped many 
students with different problems. 
“Mrs. Langbehn has always 
made sure getting through high 
school was as comfortable as 
possible,” said senior Jaxon 
Garcia. “She’s always there 
when you need a friendly 
face or someone to talk to.” 
 Langbehn works with 
students in the beginning of the 

year with college admissions and 
she works with students all year 
making sure they are passing 
their classes. Every day she 
responds to emails from students 
or parents and helps those who 
come to see her in person. 
 One important element 
between a counselor and a student 
is trust, and one way Langbehn 
gains this from students is by 
not bringing judgement into 
the conversation. “Whatever 
issue they’re coming in with 
or whatever they want to talk 
about, you’re immediately not 
trying to fix it or tell them what 
to do,” she said. “You listen and 
try to help them find a solutions 
and as long as you’re not being 
judgemental about it, then they 
feel comfortable talking to you.” 
 Langbehn and the rest of 
the counselors work together 
to help students. “There’s a lot 
of consulting, and we end up 
talking to each other a lot,” said 
Langbehn. “It’s neat because we 
have four counselors now who 
have different backgrounds and 
experiences and that’s really 
helpful to make sure we are doing 

the best we can for each student.” 
 Other than helping students 
personally, Langbehn has 
projects that interest her that have 
helped the student body overall. 
One year she was working on 
a project that helps with credit 
recovery. In the past, Langbehn 
has also worked with the Gender 
and Sexuality Alliance (GSA)
Club to “provideeducation 
for our staff on supporting 
LGBTQ students here.” 
 Outside of school, Langbehn 
spends a lot of time outdoors 
either hiking or working in 
the garden. She also does a lot 
of rock climbing and baking. 
Currently, she is working 
on land that her mom owns.
 One thing that Langbehn 
would like students to know is 
that the counselors are here to 
help. “The students who come 
in to know us, know us well. But 
that’s a fraction of the student 
body,” she said. “We are here 
and able, and it doesn’t have 
to be about your classes or a 
teacher. We are a good initial 
place to talk about anything. I 
wish I could meet everybody.” 

Langbehn brings experience, enthusiasm to counseling

By Audrey Fenner
Staff Writer

Ceramics is an art class 
enjoyed by many students here 
on campus. Many things can be 
made from clay and turned into 
pottery, and students are allowed 
to make just about whatever 
they want with their projects.

There are different three 
levels of Ceramics. Each class 
challenges students’ creative 
thought with themes. The 
students are given a topic 
and can interpret it into their 
project however they want.

In Trimester 2, Ceramics 1 
students were given the topics 
future, nightmare and child to 
choose from. Ceramics 2 was 
given the topics animal, planet 
and travel to choose from. 

When students finish their 
projects early, they can work on 
whatever they want. This varies 
from pots, cups, plates, sculptures 
and gift items for teachers. 

These classes are taught 
by Carlee Sira-Graham, who 
has been teaching for 17 
years. Sira-Graham decided 
to teach ceramics because she 
has always loved the arts and 
being a creative problem solver.

It is  evident that she truly 
loves her job. “I love every day 
because every day is always new 
with new projects and new ideas. 
I always have the best students, 
and it is inspiring to seeing them 
working hard,” she said. Sira-
Graham said that she is always 
surprised to see how her students 

interpret her assignments.
She has positive goals for 

her students. “I hope from 
taking this class students make 
work that they are proud of. 
I want them to feel a sense of 
accomplishment from trying 
something new,” she said. 

Many students love the fun 
and positive environment that 
Ceramics creates. Sophomore 
Diane Le said, “This is my 
second trimester of ceramics, 
and I can say that this class is so 
much fun. It is my favorite class 
that I have taken in high school. 
Sira-Graham is really nice. From 
taking this class, I learned how to 
put everything to account when 

Ceramics molds artistic skills, 
promotes creative abilities  

thinking of ideas for my project 
and how to think creatively.”

Sophomore Grace Caufield 
said, “I like the creativity you 
can have in this class because 
there are not a lot of restrictions. 
You can create whatever you 
want.” Caufield’s favorite 
assigned project was making 
a “pig with personality.” 

Graham feels like this class 
is for everybody for different 
reasons. “Ceramics is a good way 
to meet new people, and it’s fun 
to challenge your creativity,” she 
said. Ceramics develops creative 
ability and artistic skills and is a 
class that you should definitely 
consider for your schedule.  

Photo by Audrey Fenner
The ceramics class helps students, such as sophomores Angela Soto 
and Mahrosh Qazalbash, find their creative side by allowing them to 
choose from a range of topics that match their individual styles.

Photo by Puneet Bsanti
Ms. Langbehn helps students with schedules, personal issues and 
college admissions, but she also encourages them to come by to chat.
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Cars with Character
By Julia Murray
Staff Writer

Some cars are made great ... others have greatness thrust upon 
them. You can make the car, or the car can make you. Whatever 
the cause, in the end, there are always cars with character, cars like 
Gini Hunt’s 2000 BMW 323i.

Does your car have a 
nickname? 
“Wendall the Weiner 
Beemer.”
What is the best story 
about your car?
“When I was coming out 
to see Boyd, my German 
Shepherd, he was standing 
with his head and front 
paws out the sunroof.”
What is the best part?
“Wendall zips right along, 
but he’s not quite as quick 
as my ‘Vette was.’”
What is the worst part?
“The window mechanism 
broke in 3 out of 4 
windows.”

What gives your car 
character? 
“He works hard to get me 
to and from GHS.” 

Is this your first car?
“No, it’s my 6th.”

If you could describe 
your car in one word, 
what would it be?
“Challenged.”

How many miles are on 
the car?
“173,999.”

How much did it cost?
“$3,000.”

Is this your dream car?
“Of course ... not!”

Women have come a long way
By Vivien Wenneker

Staff Writer
 March is Women’s History 
Month, which highlights the 
great contributions American 
women have made to history 
and society. Women like 
Eleanor Roosevelt and Michelle 
Obama have paved the way 
as examples of powerful first 
women with something to say. 
They’ve also advocated against 
issues that negatively affect the 
everyday lives of Americans.
 Women have always actively 
sought to make their voices heard 
in American politics, which have 
cemented their role in everyday 
society as the masters of their 
own destinies and the achievers 
of their own American dreams. 
 It has been a century since 
the women’s suffrage movement 
was victorious in getting women 
the right to vote with the 19th 
Amendment. Women have 
legally been able to participate in 
government for about 41 percent 
of the nation’s existence, which 
shows the extent of progress 

that has been made since 1920.
 For the women who risked 
their lives in their attempts to 
gain suffrage, such as Alice Paul, 
there is a long legacy and duty 
to all American women to honor 
the sacrifices made by those who 
came before them, in perhaps the 
most practical way possible—
voting. There is no better time 
than Women’s History Month 
to get in touch with the message 
of empowerment and feminism.  
 Women have so much to be 
proud of this month even though 
it is evident that there are still 
many more strides women can 
take, particularly in politics or 
local government. “It is a fact that 
when you change a girl’s life,” 
said Oprah Winfrey, “you affect 
her vision of herself and her 
immediate world and the world 
that she will have an impact on.”
 The U.S. had its first 
legitimate female presidential 
nominee in the 2016 election, 
and it probably won’t be 
long until the country has its 
first female president. There 
is already a surge of female 

candidates, particularly on 
the Democratic side, lining 
up to run in 2020. A huge step 
forward for women in U.S. 
history may not be that far away.
 Another optimistic sign 
for women were the midterm 
elections of 2018, where more 
than 100 first-time Democratic 
women won seats in the House 
of Representatives. “Women 
made history in a number of 
ways and were a significant force 
in flipping many districts from 
red to blue,” said Kelly Dittmar, 
a political scientist at the Center 
for American Women and 
Politics at Rutgers University.
 Women will continue to 
make significant strides and 
contributions to the many 
spheres of American life, 
including but not limited to 
the country’s economy and 
also the political sphere.
 So take March to remember 
and celebrate the American 
women who made sacrifices 
so that others may continue 
their legacy of strength and 
empowerment into the future.

usatoday.com
Around 100,000 people attended the Women’s March in Washington D.C. during January.

Many countries continue to use child labor to support industries
By Eleanor Hu

Staff Writer
 Across the world, 265 
million children work in 
unsafe conditions, performing 
agricultural, mining, domestic 
and factory labor. That is 
close to 17 percent of the 
worldwide child population.
 In the U.S., many children 
have the opportunity to go 
to school every day, without 
having to worry about balancing 
homework and attendance with 
a job. This is because of the 
U.S. Fair Labor Standards Act 
prohibits those under the age of 14 
from working in most industries, 
restricts hours to no more than 
three on a school day until age 
16 and prohibits hazardous work 
until age 18 for most industries.
 However, children in other 
countries are not as lucky. 
Bangladesh, Chad and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
are among the top countries 
that use child labor, mostly 
for agriculture or farming, 
though they are occasionally 
soldiers in armed conflict.
 Poverty is one of the top 
reasons for children working; 

they often have to supplement 
their parents’ income. In 
addition, school is not always 
a resource available to them if 
they live in a very poor region.
 Fast fashion is one of the main 
contributors to child labor. There 
is a high demand for inexpensive 
new styles, so fast fashion 
companies are pushed to find 
extremely cheap forms of labor.
 In Bangladesh, children are 
promised meals, a well-paying 
job, comfortable accommodation,   
opportunities for schooling and 
future jobs in spinning mills. 
 However, that’s not what 
actually happens. The Centre 
for Research on Multinational 
Corporations, who led a study 
on child labor in impoverished 
countries, noted that “In reality, 
they are working under appalling 
conditions that amount to 
modern day slavery and the 
worst forms of child labor.”
 Children are also a popular 
choice among employers in fast-
fashion companies because they 
are easy to manage. They are not 
part of workers’ unions so they 
typically don’t have a voice to 
advocate for higher pay or better 
working conditions, making them 

very easy targets to manipulate. 
In addition, fast fashion has so 
many production steps that, often, 
large companies are not aware 
that they are employing children.
 Several large companies, 
such as Nestle, Forever 21 and 
Walmart, have been caught up 
in child labor accusations. In 
2018 Nestle was involved in a 
child-labor lawsuit for allegedly 
failing to disclose that its 
chocolate brands may use cocoa 
from unlawful or child labor. 
 In 2012 Forever 21 did not 
join the International Labor 
Rights Forum, which would have 
forced them not to buy cotton 
from Uzbekistan factories, where 
alleged forced child labor takes 
place. Walmart settled a lawsuit in 
2005 over allegations that it broke 
United States child labor laws. 
 A Canadian broadcasting 
corporation also made claims 
that Walmart manufactured 
some of its clothing using 
child labor in Bangladesh.
 However, there are 
alternatives. Websites such 
as The Fair Wear Foundation 
and Fair Trade USA share and 
support responsible companies, 
highlight issues in other 

companies’ production ethics 
and help them to improve.
 The Fair Wear Foundation 
states on their website: “We 
want to see a world where 
the garment industry supports 
workers in realizing their rights 
to safe, dignified, properly paid 
employment.” Together they 
support more than 300 brands 
that do not use child labor.
 In addition, the website 
Slavery Footprint allows 
consumers to understand how 
their habits and purchasing are 
contributing to child labor. The 
site asks a number of questions 
and then shows the visitor how 
the products affect low-income 

laborers in other countries.
 Child labor may seem like a 
difficult problem to solve, but 
it’s not impossible. Fair Trade 
USA reports that last year, they 
helped “more than 900,000 
farmers and workers in 45 
countries across Africa, Asia, 
Oceania, Latin America and the 
Caribbean to reach better terms 
with their trading partners.” 
 If that’s just one company, it’s 
difficult to imagine what the world 
could do if everyone worked 
together to stop child labor. 
Perhaps it could be eradicated 
completely, and children could 
have an opportunity to go to  
school, instead of having to work.

sarahbeekmans.com
Instead of going to school, a 13 year-old boy is working hard in a textile 
factory in Bangladesh to help support his family.
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By Sierra Saucier
Staff Writer

 In the 21st century a lot of items 
are being created and advanced. 
We live in a generation where 
there’s something for everyone. It 
may seem like we’re going to run 
out of ideas, but for now, there are 
amazing inventions being created 
that make our lives far easier.
 In January the Consumer 
Electronics Show (CES) took 
place in Las Vegas, Nevada. This 
convention takes place every year 
to show off innovative inventions 
that will be ready in the near future.
 Inventions such as The Flying 
Car can hold four people with 

a pilot to drive; it sort of acts 
like a taxi. It actually flies too.
 Also in transportation, Harley 
Davidson is releasing a Livewire 
Electric Motorcycle. It goes from 
0 to 60 MPR in under 3.5 seconds. 
Its battery life is supposed to last 
for 110 miles and the motorcycle is 
set to sell for $29,799 this August. 
 There’s always something 
new when it comes to electronics, 
like Samsung’s 5G smart phones 
that will be able to fold with an 
all-around screen. However, 
the price tag for this phone is 
around $2,000. And in TVs, LG 
is releasing an 88-inch OLED 
screen that has 8K resolution. 
 Some machines can help us 

By Athul Rajesh
Staff Writer

 The basic human amenities 
of clothing, food and shelter are 
something that every person 
desires and deserves. Although 
many are lucky enough to 
possess these necessities, some 
people still live on the streets 
as they have nowhere to go. 
However, many are trying to 
help through organizations that 
have been formed in Livermore 
and the rest of the Tri-Valley.
 In January 2017, according 
to a count by Everyone Home 
(everyonehome.org), there 
were 141 homeless people in 
Livermore, 21 people in Dublin 
and 18 people in Pleasanton. 
Out of the three cities, 
Livermore is the only one with 
shelters for the homeless and 
currently shelters 102 homeless. 
 These numbers, while 
better than in the past, are still  
long ways from providing the 
necessary aid for everybody. The 
city of Livermore and many other 
organizations have been working 
towards the goal of putting a 
roof over everyone’s heads. 
 Even with the Section 8 
housing vouchers (government 
financial aid for rent), meeting 
the cost of housing in Livermore 
is expensive. Mayor John 
Marchand said in the East Bay 
Times, “We live in an expensive 
real estate. Rents are high here.” 
 Even with expensive housing 
prices, many homeless do not want 
to move to other cities because 
of the amenities and programs 
Livermore provides. “They don’t 
want to leave Livermore and 
the support services provided 
by our remarkable faith-based 
community” said Marchand. 

 To help with temporary  
housing needs, many Livermore 
churches come together to help the 
homeless on cold nights when the 
temperature is below 40 degrees 
or when there is a 20 percent 
chance of rain. These churches 
provide shelter, food and clothing 
to the homeless for the night.
 The city council is also 
working with organizations 
dedicated to helping the 
homeless such as Hello Housing, 
Abode, Alameda County and 
the Veterans Administration.
 Although health care is 
promised to the homeless and 
people below the poverty line, 
there are restrictions placed 
by health care providers. Most 
homeless people qualify for 
Medi-Cal, but have trouble 
accessing medical care without a 
permanent address, thus negating 
the availability of the program.
 Organizations such as the 
Axis Community Health provide 
affordable medical care for 
everybody, including substance 
abuse programs. In 2016, Axis also 
opened a facility in Pleasanton 
with 27 exam rooms and seven 
mental health counseling rooms.
 The Livermore City Council 
also held a summit with Marchand 
and the leaders of organizations 
in 2014 to address the homeless 
situation and brainstorm possible 
solutions. According to the 
summit summary, the group 
suggested inexpensive alternative 
housing, outreach to the homeless, 
day homes and the organization 
of more committees to analyze 
the root of the homeless situation.
 Even with all the work put 
into the situation, the homeless 
crisis is just as prominent an 
issue as it was three years ago 
when the summit was held.

with our everyday lives, like 
the Foldimate. It’s a machine 
that folds your clothes for 
you. It will launch later this 
year and will sell for $980.
 The Ovis Suitcase is 
great for traveling; it drives 
itself and follows wherever 
you go. Coming out soon, 
it will sell for around $800.
 If you’re scared of falling, 
there are shoes that have a fall 
detection sensor that run for 
$35 a month. They’re called 
E-Vone shoes and they use 
multiple sensors (including an 
accelerometer, gyroscope and 
pressure system) to determine 
that the fall occurred, and 
immediately after will activate 
an alarm. They are perfect for 
older people or even young 
people who like to hike alone.
 Also, to detect if you are 
overeating, there are Smart 
Belts for $200. The Smart 
Belt can track your diet and 
send you notifications on 
your phone if you’re eating 
habits need improvement.
 If you’re a YouTuber, then 
PIVO is perfect for you. The 
PIVO is a pod that enables anyone 
with a smartphone to create 
a dynamic interactive video, 
images and GIFs in a few taps of 
the screen. This sells for $140.
 New inventions will keep 
coming and advancing our 
lives. Welcome to the future.    

Inventions to make life easier

harley-davidson.com

The new electric motorcycle, showcased by Harley Davidson at the 
Consumer Electronics Show and is set to come out sometimes this 
August. The price is $29,799 for this piece of innovation

KQED.org
According to the Dep’t of Housing and Urban Development, California’s 
homeless numbers have wavered since 2017, but still remain high. 

Organizations band 
together to give aid 
in homeless crisis

Foods Club
Continued from page 1
proceeds goes to the theater 
department, but most of the 
money goes to the club so they 
have the funds to buy more food.
 Although the club is made 
up of a variety of ages, the 
students work and interact well 
with each other. “The purpose 
of the club is to have fun, and 
get better at cooking, which I 
already see happening,” said Ellis 
do Amaral. “I like hearing them 
talk about dishes they make at 
home, they aren’t only learning 

and practicing within the club, 
but also on their own time.”
 The club is relatively small 
and the number of people in the 
club fluctuates. Anyone is able 
to sign up and join the club, 
but you can also walk in and 
participate at anytime. Members 
are not required to know anything 
about cooking or baking in 
order to be a part of the club.
 They are always looking for 
new members to join, which 
would allow them to make more 
dishes. Since they have a smaller 
group, they typically agree on a 

dish to make and all work together 
to make it. If the number of people 
in the club increases, they would 
be able to split up into more 
groups and make different dishes.
 “It’s not my club, it’s 
their club; I’m sort of a guest. 
I can teach them, and help 
them, but I want them to take 
ownership,” said Ellis do Amaral.
 If your schedule is too busy to 
make it after school this trimester, 
Chef Busi welcomes anyone with 
a free fifth period next trimester 
to come in and get a head 
start on what they’re making.
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Meet the 2020 Presidential election’s declared candidates

Trump declares U.S. National 
Emergency to fund border wall

From left to right: (top row) John Delaney (D), former Maryland U.S. Representative; Julian Castro (D), former U.S. Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development and San Antonio Mayor; Pete Buttigieg (D), Mayor of South Bend, Indiana; Cory Booker (D), U.S. Senator from New Jersey; 
Tulsi Gabbard (D), U.S. Representative from Hawaii; Kirsten Gillibrand (D), U.S. Senator from New York; (bottom row) Marianne Williamson 
(D), author and lecturer; Bernie Sanders (I), U.S. Senator from Vermont; Elizabeth Warren (D), U.S. Senator from Massachusetts; Amy Klobuchar 
(D), U.S. Senator from Minnesota; Bill Weld (R), former Governor of Massachusetts; and Kamala Harris (D), U.S. Senator from California.

Funding  for CA 
train falls apart

nbcnews.com

By Eleanor Hu, Staff Writer

aljazeera.com

 On Tuesday, February 
19, the Department of 
Transportation announced 
that it would seek to cancel 
more than $900 million 
in federal grants that had 
previously been approved 
for construction of an 800-
mile high-speed railway 
between Los Angeles 
and San Francisco. 
 Governor Gavin 
Newsom said the project 
would be cut down to 
only 110 miles, from 
Bakersfield to Merced, 
due to cost overruns 
and construction delays.
 Voters approved the 
original project, which 
was presented in 2008 
and began in 2015. The 
initial plan was for the 
railway to connect the 
Los Angeles basin to the 
San Francisco Bay Area 
for a total transit time of 
2 hours and 40 minutes.
 President Trump 
tweeted in response to the 
new project, “California 
has been forced to cancel 
the massive bullet train 
project after having spent 
and wasted many billions 
of dollars. They owe 
the Federal Government 
three and a half billion 
dollars. We want that 

money back now.”
 In response, Newsom 
said, “This is CA’s money, 
allocated by Congress for 
this project. We’re not 
giving it back.” During 
Tuesday’s statement he said 
the seizing of funds was a 
“clear political retribution 
by President Trump.” He 
then promised that the state 
“won’t sit idly by. This is 
California’s money, and we 
are going to fight for it.”
 At the moment, 
California does not legally 
owe the government any 
money. The American 
Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act of 2009 provided a 
federal grant of $2.553 
billion for the project 
and the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act for 
the fiscal year 2010 
gave a grant of $929 
million for the project.
 The terms of the 
agreement do not require 
the California High-Speed 
Rail Authority to build 
trains for the track. As 
long as the 120-mile track 
from Madera County to 
Kern County is completed 
by the end of December 
2022, California will not be 
legally obligated to return 
the money from the grant.

 President Donald 
Trump declared a National 
Emergency on Friday, 
February 15 in an attempt 
to get funding for a wall 
along the Southern border.
 “We’re going to 
be signing today and 
registering national 
emergency, and it’s a great 
thing to do,” he said during a 
speech at the White House.
 Many presidents 
have declared national 
emergencies, such as 
Barack Obama during 
a swine flu outbreak in 
2009 and George W. Bush 
after 9/11. The National 
Emergencies Act of 1976 
allows the president 
to issue an emergency 
declaration, but they have 
to specify powers they 
are using, and may only 
use powers Congress has 
already codified by law.
 In order to get money 
for the wall through the 
National Emergencies 

Actor accused of staging hate crime
 On February 20, 
Empire actor Jussie 
Smollett was arrested 
after allegedly staging a 
hate crime. He claimed 
to have been assaulted by 
two Nigerian brothers, 
who allegedly yelled 
racial and homophobic 
slurs at him, saying, 
“This is MAGA country.”
 Smollett said that they 
placed a noose around 
his neck and poured an 
unknown liquid on him, 
but he fought them off. 
He also claimed he had 
been sent a threatening 
letter earlier in the month.
 Smollett told the police 
that he believed the attack 

may have been motivated 
by his criticism of the 
Trump administration.
 Many public figures 
expressed their sympathy, 
and on February 13, the 
Chicago Police arrested 
two men, both of whom 
had previously worked 
as extras on Empire.
 They were released 
without charges and 
the Chicago police 
reported that “Police are 
investigating whether the 
two individuals committed 
the attack—or whether the 
attack happened at all.”
 On February 16, 
two police sources said 
that they had discovered 

evidence that Smollett has 
paid the brothers $3,500 to 
stage the attack. Four days 
later, Smollett was charged 
with a Class 4 Felony for 
filing a false police report.
 Chicago PD have stated 
they believe that Smollett 

staged the attack as a 
publicity stunt in order to 
further his career because 
he was not satisfied with 
his salary. Smollett’s 
character was removed 
from the final two episodes 
of Empire’s fifth season.

cnn.com

Fund, Trump has to abide 
by those rules and identify 
which specific, Congress-
codified laws he will be 
using. There are roughly 
130 laws that could apply 
to the situation, including 
re-allocating military 
spending or declaring a state 
of immigration emergency.
 If he were to reallocate 
military spending on 
construction projects for 
the wall, he could  make the 
army’s civil works program 
construct a structure needed 
for national defense using 

money that is typically 
reserved for other military 
services, such as building 
housing on military bases 
for service members.
 The state of 
immigration emergency 
fund was designed to 
help states feed and house 
migrants and process their 
claims, but the wording in 
the law is vague enough to 
allow certain interpretation. 
However, even if Trump 
decides to declare a 
state of immigration 
emergency, he would 

gain only $20 million.
 Since Trump started 
talking about declaring 
an emergency to fund 
the border wall, there 
has been debate over 
whether he actually has 
the legal authority to do 
so, with many calling his 
actions unconstitutional.
 On February 16, the 
House of Representatives 
passed a measure to block 
President Trump’s effort to 
build the wall. It will next 
be taken up by the Senate, 
where many Republicans  
who have expressed their 
concerns with Trump’s 
decision will have to vote.
 Even if the resolution 
does pass, Trump has the 
ability to veto it, which 
would force Congress to 
override it with a two-
thirds majority in the 
Senate and the House. The 
Senate has signaled that 
they will not immediately 
bring the measure to a vote.
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By Nathan Canilao
Sports Editor

 The Granada girls basketball 
team has had a season full of highs 
and lows, but they’ve fought 
through and competed against 
every challenge they’ve faced. 
They’ve beaten very good teams 
and have competed against some 
of the top teams in California.
 The team is young, comprised 
of only one senior, forward 
Mallorie Stiner. The rest of 
the team is made up of mainly 
underclassmen who, despite 
their age, are talented and 
showed throughout the season 
that they had the skills necessary 
to play at the varsity level.
 Their play was at peak 
performance when they played 
Oakland’s Holy Names High 
School. With an amazing second 
quarter where they outscored 

Holy Names 21-5, the team 
beat them 59-24. Holy Names 
ended up being second in 
their league, which meant this 
was a great win for the team.
 Another high point of the 
season was when the team beat 
Livermore 45-43 in its final 
game. Since it was Livermore’s 
senior night, the Cowgirls had a 
lot of momentum early, but the 
Matadors still came out on top.
 Junior Amanda Price led 
the team in scoring at 6.4 points 
per game while also leading the 
team in assists at 5.5 per game. 
She also led the team in three 
point percentage, shooting at 
a 36 percent clip. Freshman 
Maddie Braswell led the team 
in rebounds at 4.6 per game.
 The team is closely connected 
and is a family more than anything 
else. They took a preseason trip to 
Reno, Nevada, where they played 

ball, but the main objective was 
to bring the team closer together. 
 Coach Kris Birco is in his 
second year as head coach and has 
done a great job in improving the 

girls better each year. The team 
practices at least four days out of 
the week and the improvement 
has shown on the court. 
 The girls team has a bright 

future ahead of them and 
should continue to get better. 
Be sure to check them out next 
year as they look to improve 
on an already great season.

Junior Amanda Price shoots a three-pointer against Livermore in the crosstown rivalry game. She led the 
team in scoring and assists as well as three-point percentage.

Girls basketball expands on impressive season

Conover earns induction to Wrestling Hall of Fame
By Athul Rajesh

Staff Writer
 Judging by his numerous 
accomplishments and incredible 
feats, vice principal Clark 
Conover has definitely enjoyed 
many successes and he will now be 
inducted into a third hall of fame.
 On May 11, Conover will 
be inducted into the California 
Wrestling Hall of Fame. Along 
with the California Wrestling 
Hall of Fame, Conover has also 
been inducted into the Livermore-
Granada Boosters Hall of Fame 
and the Chabot College Hall of 
Fame. Conover said, “I appreciate 
the honor. It is always nice to be 
appreciated for your efforts.” 
 For the past 35 years, Conover 
has been actively involved in 
wrestling both as a competitor and 
as a coach. During high school, 
Conover was a four year letterman 
and a three-time East Bay Athletic 

League (EBAL) Champion. He 
also placed three times at the 
CIF North Coast Section (NCS) 
championships and won the 

section during his senior year. 
 After high school, Conover 
became a two-time All-American 
finalist, won the California 

Community College State 
Championships and placed third 
in the PAC-10 championships 
among many other achievements. 
 Conover has coached the 
Granada wrestling team for 12 
seasons, during which time he 
has coached 31 EBAL champions 
and 21 CIF state qualifiers. 
 He also started the Granada 
Mat Classic Varsity Wrestling 
Tournament, which has now 
been running for 18 years.
Along with being directly involved 
with the coaching aspect of the 
sport, Conover has also served 
as a NCS wrestling management 
committee member for 20 years 
and he has also served on the CIF 
Wrestling Advisory Committee. 
He has also been a member 
of the California Wrestling 
Hall of Fame for eight years.
 Conover has enjoyed his term 
as wrestler and coach. He cherishes 
his experience with the students 

he has coached and his teammates 
as much as his own successes. 
He has many memories over 
the years from both competing 
and coaching, but his favorite 
memories have to deal with the 
camaraderie and the friendships 
he has formed over the years. 
 Conover is grateful for his 
success as he explains how 
his hard work has paid off. 
He said, “Ever since I started 
wrestling, I have enjoyed the 
sport. I appreciate that a lot of 
the success you have depends on 
how much effort you put forward. 
The sport teaches toughness, 
dedication and resiliency.”
 Through his career as both a 
coach and a wrestler, Conover has 
displayed greatness in his ability 
to achieve what he has aspired 
to accomplish. He has broken 
through the limits and achieved 
success in his career as a wrestler 
and role model in the community. 

Photo by Athul Rajesh
Clark Conover has received many accolades and has been rewarded 
with an induction to the California Wrestling Hall of Fame. 

Senior finds success through hard work, family support
By Nathan Canilao

Sports Editor
 Star wide receiver and 
defensive back senior Malini Tia 
has had a great 2019, to say the 
least. He was voted All First Team 
EBAL for offense and defense, 
was invited to the Polynesian 
Bowl and committed to playing 
collegiate football at Dixie State 
University in southern Utah.
 With Tia at wide receiver, 
the football team had a dynamic 
mix of passing and running. 
Opponents’ defenses were 
constantly worried about the 
speedy 5’10 receiver, who also 
contributed on the defensive 
end and with returning kicks.
 More than anything, though, 
Tia values family and his 
support system. “My family 
means everything to me,’ he 
said. “They showed up to every 
game and cheered me on.” 

 Tia has many siblings who 
look up to him, and they follow his 
many quality traits such as hard 
work, determination and strong 
family values. Those traits are 

evident in the countless days Tia 
has spent working on his game, 
which eventually paid off when he 
was recruited by multiple colleges.
 Dixie State showed a great 

amount of interest in Tia in the 
recruiting process. The school is 
currently making its transition 
from a Division II NCAA program 
to Division I, meaning the school 

will now have a tougher schedule. 
Tia is up to the challenge, though, 
as he has proved to be a champion 
throughout his high school career. 
 “I chose Dixie because of 
the coaching staff and all the 
people who welcomed me with 
open arms,” said Tia. “They 
have a great team out there and 
I hope to contribute right away.”
 Tia is also involved in other 
sports. This year, he elected to 
run track as well, and he has 
played baseball and basketball at 
Granada in the past. Along with 
his athletic accomplishments, 
he is also a terrific student. 
He is in the IB program and 
takes part in FCA on campus. 
 Tia is a more than deserving 
athlete and has always had a 
hunger to be the best he can be. 
Southern Utah should watch out 
as they will not only get one of the 
best athletes around, but also one 
of the hardest working people.

Photo by Bob Bronzan
At the homecoming game against Dougherty Valley, Senior Malini Tia was crowned Homecoming King. 
He has expressed his love for his parents and appreciation of their support throughout his athletic career.

Photo by Bob Bronzan



12

AV: Amador Valley
CV: Castro Valley
DLS: De La Salle

FH: Foothill
LHS: Livermore
MV: Monte Vista 
Cal: California

March 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

the pomegranate

-V/JV Track & Field @ 
AV, DHS,  FH, LHS
-B JV Volleyball-East
 County Tournament

Congrats to Parker Anderson,
ALOHA’S DRIVER OF THE MONTH!!!

Parker has earned a $50 GAS CARD on ALOHA!!!
(Contact ALOHA to collect your prize)

~Thank you to all students past & present for your business~

$20.00 OFF (full package)
FULL Package = Taking Classroom Drivers Ed & Behind-the-Wheel @ ALOHA

Classroom Drivers Ed. enrolling NOW! 
If you want to pass, come to class!

  
Enroll on-line or give the office a call

 (925) 373-7483
Classroom Drivers Ed. runs monthly 

On-Line Drivers Ed available 24/7
Check out our website for more info: 

www.AlohaDrivingSchool.com
(One coupon per enrollment, exp. 12/31/19 DMV #4146)

-YoungLife @ The Little  
  Theater 7:44 p.m.
-Red Cross Club S-2
-Math Club 405
-V/JV Baseball vs
 Irvington

-Mardi Gras
-GSA Club S-3
-Latino Club P-26
-B V/JV Tennis @ SRV
-B V Golf @ DLS
-B V/JV Volleyball @ DLS
-Competitive Cheer @ MV

-Finals per. 1, 2 & 5
-Ash Wednesday

-Finals per. 3 & 4
-B V/JV Tennis vs DHS
-B V/JV Volleyball vs SRV
-V/JV Softball @ Mission
 S.J.
-V/JV Baseball @ Clayton
 Valley

-YoungLife @ The Little  
 Theater 7:44 p.m.
-Red Cross Club S-2
-Math Club 405

-GSA Club S-3
-Latino Club P-26
-V/JV Softball @ DHS
-BV/JV Volleyball @ DHS
-B V Golf @ DHS
-B V Tennis vs AV
-Competitive Cheer vs Car

-V Track & Field-Dublin
 Distance Fiesta

-Me to We 308
-Health Peer Educators  
 Club P-15 
-Literary Society MM-3 
-Debate Club 509
-Spanish Club P -9
-JV/Frosh Baseball vs LHS
-V Baseball @ LHS

2

3 4 5 6 7

1413121110

98

15
-Me to We 308
-Health Peer Educators  
 Club P-15 
-Literary Society MM-3 
-Debate Club 509
-JV/Frosh Baseball @ DHS
-V Baseball vs DHS

20
-St. Patrick’s Day
-YoungLife campaigners
 @ 7 p.m.

-No School
-V Baseball @ Washington
-JV Baseball vs Washington
-Frosh Baseball @ James
 Logan

-Jefferson Awards Club 306 
-Hip-Hop Club P-10
-Prayer and Worship P-23 @
 7 a.m.
-JV/Frosh Baseball vs FH
-V Baseball @ FH
-B V/JV Lacrosse @ DV
-G V/JV Lacrosse vs DV
-V/JV Swim/Dive @ AV

-Pie Day
-Girls Who Code 401 
 @ 3:15       
-Art Club 601 
-Interact Club 205
-Model UN 300
-CSF 301
-V /JV Softball @ FH
-B V/JV Volleyball @ AV 

27 28
-YoungLife @ The Little  
 Theater 7:44 p.m.
-Red Cross Club S-2
-Math Club 405

-YoungLife campaigners
 @ 7 p.m.

23

24 25 26

-V Swim/Dive vs LHS
-JV Softball @ Berkeley
-B V Volleyball-East
 County Tournament
-V Baseball-Banner Island
-V Track & Field-Bay Area
 Relays

-Girls Who Code 401 @ 3:15
-Art Club 601 
-Interact Club 205
-Model UN 300
-CSF 301
-V/JV Softball vs DV
-B V Golf vs MV
-B V/JV Tennis @ Cal/SRV
-B V Volleyball vs MV
-V/JV Track & Field @ FH

-GSA Club S-3
-Latino Club P-26
-B V/JV Golf vs DV
-V/JV Softball vs LHS
-B V Tennis vs MV
-B V Volleyball vs DV 
-B JV Lacrosse @ Latino
 College Prep

16

17 18 19 21 22

-V Track & Field-Dan 
 Gabor Invitational

-YoungLife @ The Little  
 Theater 7:44 p.m.
-Red Cross Club S-2
-Math Club 405
-B V Golf-Del Rio/Aiello
 Tournament

-YoungLife campaigners
 @ 7 p.m.

-Daylight savings begins
-YoungLife campaigners  
 @ 7 p.m.

-GSA Club S-3
-Latino Club P-26
-B V/JV Tennis @ FH
-B V Golf @ LHS
-B V/JV Volleyball @ LHS
-V Competitive Cheer @ DV
-V Softball @ Berkeley
-B V Lacrosse vs Washington
-B V/JV Baseball vs Deer Valley

-Me to We 308
-Health Peer Educators  
 Club P-15 
-Literary Society MM-3 
-Debate Club 509
-G V/JV Lacrosse @
 Northgate

-Girls Who Code 401 @ 3:15
-Art Club 601 
-Interact Club 205
-Model UN 300
-CSF 301

Spring Equinox
-Jefferson Awards Club 306 
-Hip-Hop Club P-10
-Prayer and Worship P-23 @
 7 a.m.
-V/JV/Frosh Baseball @ AV
-JV Swim/Dive  vs LHS
-V Competitive Cheer vs LHS
-V Track & Field-Bronco Round- Up

SRV: San Ramon Valley
Car: Carondelet

DV: Dougherty Valley
DHS: Dublin

Cam: Campolindo
LB: Liberty Brentwood

1
-Jefferson Awards Club 306 
-Hip-Hop Club P-10 
-Prayer and Worship P-23
 @ 7 a.m.
-G V/JV Lacrosse @ AV
-B V/JV Lacrosse vs AV
-V Cometitive Cheer @ SRV
-V/JV Baseball @ DLS

29 30

31

-B JV Volleyball-St. Pat
 St. Vincent
 Tournament

-Jefferson Awards Club 306 
-Hip-Hop Club P-10
-Prayer and Worship P-23 @ 7 a.m.
-JV/Frosh Baseball vs DV
-B V Lacrosse @ Cal/SRV
-G V/JV Lacrosse vs Cal/SRV
-V Baseball @ DV
-V/JV Swim/Dive @ FH
-V Competitive Cheer vs SRV
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